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had squandered within the last two years, and notwith-
standing my continued assurances that such was the casev
he still doubted my word, giving me a serious lecture upon
the very ungentlemanlike and disgraceful practice of swerv-
ing from the truth upon any occasion. He further said
that the company I had kept was a flat and positive proof
that I disguised the truth. The fair presumption being so
much against me, I ceased to attempt any further defence,
but assured my father he need be under no fears about
my gambling in future. He then gave me permission to
get what clothes I pleased made up, that he would accom-
pany me into the City to learn what things were proper and
necessary for me, and that with all such I should be
supplied.

A few days after our return to town my father took
me to visit Sir George Colebrooke, the director who had
nominated me a cadet. The Baronet received us with
great politeness, telling my father it afforded him pleasure
to have had it in his power to comply with his request.
He said he had appointed me for Madras in preference
to Bengal, which was by many considered the most ad-
vantageous for a military man, because the coast of
Coromandel was then the seat of an active war with
Hyder Ali, and consequently more likely to give promotion
to a young soldier, and that instead of remaining a cadet
two, three, or four years, as would probably happen to
those who went the ensuing season to Bengal, I should
obtain a commission in the Madras army upon landing.

From Sir George Colebrooke's, we went to Mr. Laurence
Sullivan's, then a man of great influence and a leading
Director. He likewise was very kind, and promised to
give letters that would be of essential service to me.
He recommended my father to lose no time in securing
a passage for me, as the ships would all be much crowded.
From Mr. Sullivan's we went to the India house, where
I was introduced to Mr. Coggan, one of the Company's
principal officers, who being then very busy desired I
would call the following morning and he would put me